July 10, 2009

We rejoice with Jonathan and Ammie Rodden, for Ammie gave birth on Wednesday to a healthy daughter, Evelyn Grace.

Friday Reading

Based on the Old Testament Reading for Sunday, 1 Kings 19

A powerful presence of God Elijah wanted to serve his immediate interests: rid Israel of the evil that the Lord declared that He abhorred. The Lord made Himself present, but the help, hope, and presence that God offered came in the form of a word to Elijah: “Listen,” says God, “My plans are bigger than you, and My faithfulness is deeper than you can grasp. Hang your life on My faithfulness and not on your circumstances.” Elijah wanted a powerful presence of the Lord; and he received a word.  

How often have we desired a powerful presence to serve our faith and interests and goals? So what is God doing among us? The same thing that He was doing with Elijah. He is present, but the help, hope, and presence that He offers has arrived in the form of His word to us. “Listen.  My plans are bigger than you, and My faithfulness is deeper than you can grasp. Hang your life on My faithfulness and not on your circumstances.” We want what Elijah wanted, a powerful presence; and we receive a word.

Elijah had focused on his circumstances, but the Lord gave Elijah His personal faithfulness: Elijah here is my word. And too often we focus on the circumstances; no wonder we are dissatisfied with our service to God and are unable to endure.

But the Lord gives to us His personal faithfulness. Dear children, here is My word. Rather than toward our circumstances, He turns us to His faithfulness, His presence in His word, the life and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the word that God sent to save His people.

When chased by a wicked ruler, He was preserved by the Father. When tempted by hardship in the wilderness, appearing as if the Father had abandoned Him, He still held fast to the Father’s promise in Baptism: You are My Son. When people mocked His teaching and threatened His life, He refused to complain and instead prayed more fervently. When His disciples wanted Him to rain fire on others, He prayed for the soldiers crucifying Him. When He knew His arrest and suffering were not far away, He would not run; He asked the Father for strength to do His will. And even dying on the cross, when it seemed that God’s faithfulness was nowhere to be seen, our Lord remained faithful, believing the Father’s word.

When everyone else expected war and judgment, power and majesty, earthly visible success, our Lord abided in the faithfulness of the Father; He could endure suffering and death—for Himself, so that He might save His enemies rather than destroy them. So the death of a man on a cross stands as the least likely success symbol or testimony of God’s faithfulness: letting His own Son die.

This word of Jesus is the only power that frees us from guilt, raises the dead, promises eternal life, and transforms life. To those who consider themselves too wise for the cross of Christ, Paul said to the Corinthians, “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” For the Father validated the faithful ministry of Jesus by raising our Lord from the grave.

God calls us to hear His faithfulness; He speaks to us about His word, what He has done, still does, and will do. He reveals Himself in things that—though they appear small and insignificant—are His very power and presence among us. With His word, spoken by a pastor who like you sometimes would like to exercise real power, God bestows the forgiveness of sins bought with His Son’s blood. With His word through small morsels of bread and ordinary wine, God does the extraordinary in delivering us the genuine body and blood of His Son, delivering to us hope through Jesus’ faithfulness. Here we receive His faith, His perfected trust in the Father. With His word through plain old water that, believe or not comes from the faucet in the sacristy, God has promised to raise us from the grave. Not by our stammering faith, but through the steadfast faithfulness of Jesus.

With this faithful word of the Lord, Elijah continued his ministry; he left Sinai, departing from what he thought was his refuge. But his refuge went with him, the faithfulness of God in His word. And at the end of his ministry, Elijah received what he had longed for.

With this word, we continue our daily labors; we will leave this place, departing from what we think is our refuge. But our refuge goes with us, the faithfulness of God in His promises. And at the end of our labors, we will receive what we have longed for and what our Father has promised.

Prayers

Collect for Trinity 5

O God, You have prepared for those who love You good things that surpass all understanding. Pour into our hearts such love toward You that we, loving You above all things, may obtain Your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Forgiveness

Forgive, O Father, the sins of Your servant. Forgive me the sins of my youth, and the sins of my age; the sins of my soul and the sins of my body; my secret and silent sins; and my presumptuous and crying sins. The sins that I have done to please myself, and the sins that I have done to please others. Forgive me my wanton and idle sins. Forgive me my serious and deliberate sins. Forgive me the sins that I know, and the sins that I know not; the sins which I have striven so long to hide from others, that now I have even hid them from myself. Forgive them, O Lord, forgive them all; and of Your great goodness, let me be absolved from my offenses; for the sake of Jesus Christ my Savior. Amen

For A Faithful Life

O God, the Author of Eternal Light, shine forth continual day upon us who watch for You, that our lips may praise You, our lives may bless You, and our meditation tomorrow glorify You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Fifth Sunday after Holy Trinity

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 869, “With the Lord Begin Your Task”

Hymn of the Day: LSb 856, “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”

Distribution Hymn: LSb 705, “The Man Is Ever Blessed”

Old Testament Reading, 1 Kings 19:11-21

11And He said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.

And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.”

15And the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17And the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

19So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. 20And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.”

And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 21And he returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him. 

· Elijah had witnessed the power of the Lord—the lightning that consumed the sacrifice and the altar on Mount Carmel. Though it might have been “easier” to return to his ministry having observed another awesome revelation of might, with what did Elijah return to his ministry?

· Elijah might have been wallowing in self-pity, despairing that he alone was left and he alone was faithful. What does the Lord do to reverse Elijah’s engine of self-pity?

Epistle, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are being destroyed, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will reject.”

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.

22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

· If Jews sought signs for the proof of God’s work and the Greeks were seeking a demonstration of wisdom (in philosophy and living), what might the unbelievers that inhabit American culture be seeking? To what do we point them?

Holy Gospel, Luke 5:1-11

1On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on Him to hear the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2and He saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, He asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the people from the boat.

4And when He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.”

6And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.

8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 

And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 11And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. 




· When you eat fish for supper, did the fish simply appear in the freezer, in the oven, and on the plate? How, then, did the fish arrive on your plate?

· If people are to be “in church,” what then is to be done? And how will it be done?

Announcements

Sunday, 7/12

· No LSF Bible Study

Tuesday, 7/14

· 7:30 p.m., Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, 7/15

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Athanasian Creed

· 7:30 p.m., VBS Teachers Meeting

Thursday, 7/16

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir – in summer recess

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Sunday, 7/19, The 6th Sunday after Holy Trinity Sunday

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Exodus 20:1-18; Romans 6:1-11; Matthew 5:17-26)

Sunday, 7/26

· 12:30 p.m., Voters’ Assembly Meeting/Calendar Planning session

Missions. Good news from Dennis and Monta Denow regarding work in Papua New Guinea. "Dennis made his first trip to Papua New Guinea (PNG). In many ways PNG is quite an underdeveloped country, yet it has an abundance of natural resources. Most of the people are very poor, but the cost of living is quite high. Dennis was able to spend time with the head bishop of the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC), the LCMS partner church in PNG, and some of the teachers in a few of the GLC schools. The GLC is located in Enga Province in the interior mountains of the island. The GLC schools are some of the best schools in the province, but most of them have little or nothing in their school libraries, no teaching aids, and no teaching equipment other than an old chalk board. At each school that he visited, Dennis was asked to provide training for the teachers and administrators, library resources, and materials that the teachers could use to teach the Bible. When asked to identify the number one priority, it was encouraging that at every school the teachers said, 'Materials for teaching the Bible.' The teachers and church leaders are eager to provide a solid foundation of Bible teaching to the children in the church. The Provincial Education Board (PEB) is eager to help all of the schools in the province. If someone can provide a way to get education materials for the GLC schools and do teacher training, the PEB is willing to help with funding. Since more than 95 percent of the people in the province are Lutheran Christians, local government leaders are happy to assist the GLC schools."

God’s Stewards. Another element partakes of the essence of the royal priesthood: sacrifice. Throughout the Scriptures the idea that God’s people cannot exercise their priestly service with sacrifice is present. This kind of sacrifice, an offering up of the self, does not atone for sin or create fellowship with God; it is the sacrifice which the people of God in His service are called, by their new nature in Christ, to offer. In other words, God’s people cannot fulfill their priestly calling without dying to themselves and depending on the Father for life. This faithful and genuine sacrifice was perfected in our Lord Jesus Christ, who in His service as true man offered Himself in our place.
LWML Zone 8 Annual Summer Retreat “Here I Am, Lord” will be Saturday, July 18 from 9:30-3 p.m. at First Lutheran Church, 350 Dolores Way, So. San Francisco. Morning Bible Study will be lead by Pastor Stewart Crown; afternoon Servant Event Activities – packaging toiletries, making bookmarks, clay crosses and blankets. Afternoon Guest Speaker is Maryam Bhimji from Safe Harbor Shelter.     Bring your own Bible and Lunch.    Drinks and dessert provided. Please RSVP by 7/15 to Trudy Leonoudakis 650-761-3172. The Ingathering is for Safe Harbor Shelter.   Items needed include: cash donations to cover cost of materials for the servant activities (make check to Zone 8 LWML) Toiletries–small sizes, new–soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, face wash, Feminine hygiene products.
VBS 2009

August 3-7 — Sign up now for “Gadget’s Garage”

God’s Always Doing Great Exciting Things

Invite family, friends & neighbors!

Registration forms are available online at www.paword.com.

Contact Vicar Solum for more information.

Our Synod has been engaged in a lengthy process of looking at different ways the Synod might restructure itself to better serve our congregations and districts and their mission work. To speak to and explain the background behind the restructuring proposals a convocation has been organized. Any who has an interest in participating in this effort is invited to attend the “Walking Together – The LCMS Future” convocation at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church at 1281 Redmond Ave., San Jose, on Saturday, July 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. with luncheon following the presentation. Please RSVP to 1-408-997-4848 by July 13.

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, 1 Kings 19:11-21

· Elijah had witnessed the power of the Lord—the lightning that consumed the sacrifice and the altar on Mount Carmel. Though it might have been “easier” to return to his ministry having observed another awesome revelation of might, with what did Elijah return to his ministry? He returned to his prophetic ministry not with the observable power of fire and earthquake but with the Word of Father – a word that would have its effect even after Elijah’s ministry had been completed and was assumed by Elisha.
· Elijah might have been wallowing in self-pity, despairing that he alone was left and he alone was faithful. What does the Lord do to reverse Elijah’s engine of self-pity? He turns Elijah away from his own desire for power and his present experience of fear (fleeing from Jezebel) to His promise of continuing the work that Elijah had been called to through the next round of appointed servants (Elisha, Jehu, Hazael)

Epistle, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

· If Jews sought signs for the proof of God’s work and the Greeks were seeking a demonstration of wisdom (in philosophy and living), what might the unbelievers that inhabit American culture be seeking? Broadly speaking American culture seeks after comfort and material prosperity to show that God is working for me; American culture might also seek a work ethic that suggests “God helps those who help themselves.” To what do we point them? We point out the folly of depending on comfort and material that decays and fades so quickly and work that does not always reap what it sows because of the features of life that we cannot control; and then we point them to the comfort that never fades because it resides in God’s yes, the resurrection, to Christ’s death.

Holy Gospel, Luke 5:1-11

· When you eat fish for supper, did the fish simply appear in the freezer, in the oven, and on the plate? Never. How, then, did the fish arrive on your plate? A fisherman had to catch the fish by net or other means; and then by other means, the fish was processed and brought to the store at which you purchased it. Or maybe you cast the line into the river and used bait and hook to catch it. In either case, a means of catching was employed.

· If people are to be “in church,” what then is to be done? They must be “caught.” And how will it be done? We will use the means that God has provided – His goodness and mercy, acts of kindness, and words that describe why goodness and mercy and kindness live in us—we will speak what God has done for us in Christ.
